DARKNESS INTO LIGHT

The churches of the Redruth Benefice wish all readers of the 5Alive magazine, their
families and friends a very happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. The various
congregations are involved in many activities and services which seek to express those
seasonal good wishes and although they may differ in style and content, the message
is the same; 2016 years ago, God entered the world to be part of the world then and
the world now.

The activities and services wherever they are held are about God's gift of himself to
each one of us. The giving of a gift is a very special thing to both the one who gives
and the one who receives. 2016 years ago, God gave himself to the world through
Jesus.

As we remember that gift through music, singing, dancing, parties, pantomime, carol
singing, giving to charity and the giving of our own gifts, so we remind ourselves that
through Jesus, light, love and hope entered the world. At Advent, congregations often
sing as they light the Advent candles, "kindle a flame to lighten the dark, and take the
fear away". We all have times of darkness, times of stress, sorrow, disappointment and
pain. Those are our dark times, and the light of God's love, though Jesus can begin to
transform the darkness into times of hope, but we must "kindle the flame" we must
turn towards the light.

The first Christmas was by no means easy. The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem
must have been so stressful, giving birth in a stable away from everything that was
familiar must have been frightening. When Jesus entered the world, stress, fear,
danger and tiredness must have been everywhere. But despite all that God, through
Jesus entered the world and was named Emmanuel, "God with us".

In the midst of our own stress this Christmas that same light, love and hope can be
part of our lives just as it was part of the lives of the shepherds and the angels. They
came to the child by different routes just as each one of us are on different routes and
journeys. Whatever your route, may this Christmas bring you a chance to sing with the
angels in whatever ways you can and rejoice that God is with us always.

FP



RECTOR’S NOTES

A very Happy New Year to you!

Though we stand at the start of another New Year actually I’'m really keen to update you on some-
thing that’s exactly half way through at the moment — which is the Accompanied Ministry Devel-
opment (AMD) programme — put on by the Diocese for the benefit of local churches.

Most members of our churches have participated in this in some way — perhaps the Our Church
survey, or the Our Church Story exercise most churches did in a morning service. There was also
the very important Healthy Churches event in October which challenged each Church Council to
assess what we’re good and less good at. What showed up was that every church was least good
at the area of seeking God in prayer, and as part of our response to that | very warmly commend
the new monthly Saturday morning event ‘House of Prayer’ at St Euny led by Revd Angela Brown
(see advert elsewhere). The first one of these will be on 21 January. No special experience is nec-
essary at all; do please give it a go!

Alongside those events a group of representatives of all the churches has met after each Clergy
College to consider other aspects of the Christian faith, and whether any of them particularly need
addressing in our churches. So far we have looked at:

The People of God — who are we? What has God called us to?
God’s Reconciliation —how do we live this out with each other?
God’s Good News — how is the Gospel proclaimed in word and deed?

Still to come are:
Living for God — how do we live for God every day, not just on Sundays?
Worshipping God — how is our worship a witness to the Gospel?

At the end of the process and after prayer and careful thought the group of representatives will
decide which of these areas needs to be our main focus for the next couple of years, and we’ll pre-
sent that to the Bishop.

So far, for me, apart from the whole area of prayer which we’ve already realised we need to attend
to, the thing | think has most possibilities is in the area of S f O @avt 8f God’s Good News) —
how well we welcome people into our buildings: during the week - unlocking churches where we
don’t already; in our services; for weddings, baptisms and funerals; how we can help people un-
derstand what’s going on in church, and generally doing everything we can to help turn a visit into
an encounter with the living God. But who knows what other possibilities might present them-
selves?

Last January | exhorted us to pray, and this New Year | do the same! Please pray that we would
know the right way ahead; that God would make us more effective in his service; and that our
churches would be places where all sorts of people can experience the love of God and the warm
acceptance of community.

With my prayers and very best wishes for the year ahead.

Caspar Bush

Team Rector



ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, PENCOYS,
with Four Lanes United Methodist Church: ‘FLAPJACK’

..... whose members wish everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.
All our joint Church Services and social events are listed in the central diary pages.
Please also remember that the Church is open daily from 10 am to 5 pm.

Our LAMP First Sunday Evening Event on 4™ December at St. Andrew’s, featured ‘St.
Nicholas’, whom we were pleased to welcome in person, despite his failing memory!
We thank Fr. Peter for an entertaining and informative evening, when we learnt a
great deal about the Saint from Myra. The chosen charity was the Harvey Watson
Surgery appeal, explained by Fr. Peter, for which a retiring collection raised £100. Our
next Event, on 1% January (New Year’s Day) will also be at 6 pm at St. Andrew’s
Pencoys, and will be our Epiphany Carol Service, at which everyone will be very
welcome.

Christmas Bazaar with Food: Our thanks go to all who supported this major fund-
raising event on Saturday, 10" December, which this year raised £776.00 (£350.00 of
which was in pre-fete sales) for much-needed church funds, and obviously our sincere
gratitude is owed to everyone who donated prizes, goods for sale, food and ran stalls.
Thank you all, very much!

Christmas Tree Exhibition — A big thank you to everyone who has exhibited a tree
again this year, which makes the church so welcoming over the Christmas period, and
a reminder that they should be removed by 5th January, please.

Christmas Day Bring & Share LunchYOwing to the earlier publication of this issue of
Five Alive (mid-December), there are still a few days in which to let us know if you
would like to join us for Lunch on Christmas Day at 1 pm in Pencoys Hall. If so, please
contact Margaret (DuPlessy) on 01209 481829 as soon as possible, so that we have an
idea of numbers.

THE BIG \PLAPJACKQJANUARY EVENT !! Bishop Chris |\ Revd. Steve Wild (Chairman
of the Methodist Conference) 5 A £ f 0 S dPain ¥ Buhdhy, 228 Jantiaty T 2 |
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Jill Tolputt



WORKERS EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

If, like me, you enjoy looking around our wonderful inheritance of ancient Cornish churches and
do not already know about the WEA (Workers Educational Association) courses, you might like to
investigate them. In answer to an advertisement in the West Briton | sighed up for a course on
architecture, which was postponed, so plunged into the follow-up short course entitled "Prayer
Factories or Entertainment Centres - Life & Art of the Cornish Medieval Church". Don't be
discouraged by the lengthy title, this was a superb overview of the features which developed in
and around the church buildings & congregations across the country and with a focus on the
individual styles and development found in Cornwall. An understanding of this is linked closely to
an explanation of the impact of the reformation in shaping the modern Anglican church. Ten
information-packed weeks gave us a wonderfully detailed framework with which to interpret the
churches we can see and opened us to the questions and evolving understanding of the special
and often unique saints who dominate Christianity in Cornwall.

Additional day courses are also run by the WEA, giving guided visits to examples of our best
medieval church art and sculpture. | have learnt so much about the symbols in our carved bench-
es, wall paintings, carvings and glass, and have come to see how much more there is that remains
unanswered in Cornwall in particular. Church ales, new to me, but common in the medieval
church, appear to be highly developed versions of bring and buy sales, raising funds for the church
& parish. | have learnt that there is so much more to know but this course has made me feel
closer to the earlier church by understanding more of the ways in which people lived and prayed.

Each session is accompanied with a concise set of notes and illustrations, so that we could brief
ourselves before the sessions. The people on my course came from a wide range of backgrounds,
interests and church affiliation (or not), which gave us a great spread of knowledge & viewpoints
to stimulate and enhance discussion. Informal sharing of ideas was a feature of the course and all
agreed that this was key to generating a warm and open feel to the learning.

Having recently abandoned work to follow other interests (retired), | was surprised and pleased to
find such high quality opportunities to learn more about areas that | find interesting. Friends in
other parts of the country tell me they are envious of the wealth of such openings which do not
exist in all areas.

| am now looking forward to finding out more about Cornish Crosses in the spring.

For those who have not come across the WEA, their website, www.wes.org.uk/courses, explains
their ethos and lists the courses. This charity was set up in 1918 as an adult education charity and
is still going strong. It offers support for people with identified needs, for example communicate
with and managing hearing loss. It also has a focus on delivering heritage courses and is looking at
developing more of these. There is also financial support for those on low incomes. Courses are
open to everyone.

| love the bible study courses and this cannot replace that, but it does offer a brilliant insight to
the social development of the church in England.

Linda Beskeen


http://www.wes.org.uk/courses

<<Talkabout>> | Don’t Believe It © by Tricia Rowe
“I don’t believe it!” as Victor Meldrew would say! Well | said it too when | saw a zebra
in a field near Chacewater. | was in the bus so one short glance is all you get. On the
way home the field was empty and the zebra was gone! The interesting thing was it
had the head of a horse! Of course it was a horse with a zebra horse coat over him but
it took several weeks before we saw him again in his stripey pyjamas! Luckily Dave was
with me the second time so | knew | wasn’t seeing things!!

Travelling in a bus raises your eye level and you get a whole different perspective on
the countryside around you but at speed you don’t have time for a lingering look! At
other times we have seen ostriches in a field on the Helston Road and llamas down
west! So bus travel definitely has its advantages.

| read of a fifteen year old ginger cat called Dodger who frequently rides the buses for
up to ten miles at a stretch, and sits on passengers’ laps! Now, bus pass or no bus
pass, I’'m not sure | would feel comfortable with a cat prowling around the bus, liable
to cuddle up at will!l What next? Gerbils on the luggage rack? A Jack Russell asking for
a return ticket to Crufts?

| read in a newspaper recently about a rabbit that thinks it’s a dog! Not surprising
really as she is three feet long and weighs one and a half stone! When out walking |
imagine my panic buttons would start screaming if we came across a field of three foot
bunnies jumping around, and think of the rabbit holes they would need! | wouldn’t
just turn my ankle in one, I'd probably disappear down one, forever!

The same newspaper told of a Falmouth cat who travelled to West Sussex by post in a
box of DVDs, taking eight days to get there! The mind boggles! | wouldn’t want to be
the person who opened that parcel!

We were in Alderney a few years ago and walking back to the small airport when |
stopped to pass the time of day with some chickens who were gathered around the
gate of a field. Suddenly they were out and following us, all strung out along the road!
What if we couldn’t shake them off before we reached the airport? Luckily when we
put a spurt on, they dropped behind, and as we looked back, they

returned to their field. Phew!!

When we were visiting our son on one occasion there was a cat prowling around our
car as we packed for the homeward journey. It occurred to me much later the horror
if we had arrived home in Redruth and the cat had stowed away and travelled with us!
| can’t even begin to think of the answer to that problem, but Victor Meldrew’s
exclamation would have been my first reaction!



